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Written by Frank Matarrese Published: FRIDAY, 16 AUGUST 2013 02:38

It's time to change development plans near Crab Cove. The State Parks Department has
weighed in on the legal tussle between the City of Alameda and the East Bay Regional
Parks District (EBRPD) over plans to place almost 50 homes at on the federal
government's property across McKay Avenue from Crab Cove.

On May 22 the State Parks Department informed the city that it does not support
granting or conveying easement along McKay Avenue to a private developer; McKay is
the only access point to the property. The State Parks Deaprtment further stated that
such an easement to serve a 45-unit subdivision would be impermissible because it
would "significantly overburden the easement." Without that easement, development for
anything other than park expansion is extremely limited, making park use the
common-sense choice.

The State Parks Department position offers one more reason not to allow houses on the
federal government's property and the need to re-examine not only this proposal, but
how to address future use of former Federal facilities (think FISC and Alameda Point).

The city has a number of policies that have been set over the years to guide planning
along Alameda's shoreline. But even more important, Alamedans have a long history of
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expanding and protecting parklands in the city. In fact, the voters have recently
mandated park development and preservation with the 2012 landslide vote in favor of
Measure D. The 2012 vote prohibited the sale of parkland and the landmark 2002
Measures D and E established the Alameda Belt Line as a future park.

For Crab Cove, the public access and use of shoreline policy and the fact that EBPRD had
the money to acquire and develop the former federal land should have been the trigger
to reach out and involve the park district in the zoning deliberations and to remove the
federal site from Housing Element consideration. Unlike other shoreline properties in
private hands, this public land could have easily been zoned for recreational use.

Whatever planning decisions have been made, there is a chance to review them and
glean lessons for future land use choices. Notably, the City Council could call its 2012
zoning decision for review to consider the State Parks Department position on the
easement and its effect on the practical use of this parcel.

Regardless of the eventual resolution of this relatively small project, valuable lessons
can and should be learned for the much larger development of governmentowned land
at Alameda Point. Keep in mind that the park district has money set aside for future
parks at Alameda Point. Consider that there are a myriad of practical problems with
building more homes on the Point: the city has a chance to apply shoreline access policy,
the will of Alamedans to acquire and protect parklands and re-use the former NAS land
using a practical and common-sense plan.

City planning in Alameda will always be complex, but with the transfer of land from the
Navy to the city, the challenges will be even bigger. There is time to apply policies for
good development that mandates shoreline access, transit-oriented projects and green
construction. We must use the lessons learned in planning reuse of the federal property
at Crab Cove.

Frank Matarrese is a former city

 
Add comment

 Name (required)

 E-mail (required, but will not display)

 Website

A Common-Sense Plan for Crab Cove http://www.alamedasun.com/editorial/12237-a-common-sense-plan-for-crab-cove

2 of 4 11/7/2013 1:41 PM


