
 

1 

 

INITIATIVE FOR EXPANSION OF OPEN SPACE AT CRAB COVE 
 

The People of the City of Alameda do hereby ordain as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. TITLE 
 
This Initiative shall be known and referred to as the “Initiative for Expansion of 
Open Space at Crab Cove.” 
 
SECTION 2. FINDINGS 
 

A. In November of 2008, more than 70% of Alameda voters voted in favor of 
Measure WW, thus approving the East Bay Regional Park District’s 
acquisition of the surplus federal property at Crab Cove and authorizing 
funding for the parcel’s acquisition and improvement. 

 
B. By rezoning the surplus federal property at Crab Cove for residential 

development in July of 2012, the Alameda City Council has frustrated the 
will of the people of the City of Alameda. 

 
C. This Initiative is necessary to enforce the will of the voters of the City of 

Alameda as expressed in November of 2008. 
 

D. The surplus federal property at Crab Cove, which is a 3.899 acre portion 
of Alameda County Assessor’s Parcel No. 74-1305-026, to be designated 
as open space under this Initiative, is adjacent to the Robert W. Crown 
Memorial State Beach and is uniquely suitable for expansion of park 
facilities. 

 
E. The expansion of Crown Beach for open space use is the highest and 

best use of the surplus federal property at Crab Cove.  
 

F. The designation of the surplus federal property at Crab Cove as open 
space provides for uses permitted by the City of Alameda’s Municipal 
Code.   

 
SECTION 3. PURPOSE 
 

 The purpose of the Initiative for Expansion of Open Space at Crab Cove is: 
 

A. To implement the will of the voters as expressed by their approval of 
Measure WW in the November 2008 general election. 
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B. To preserve land particularly suited for open space so that it can be used 
for park and recreation purposes. 

 
C. To protect the unique plant and animal life at Crab Cove adjacent to the 

Robert W. Crown Memorial State Beach. 
 

D. To implement the provisions of Sections 2, 5 and 6 of the City of Alameda 
General Plan and the 2007 – 2014 City Housing Element, as those 
sections pertain to the planning for, and designation of, open space in the 
City. 

 
E. To amend the City of Alameda General Plan, General Plan Map and 2007 

– 2014 City Housing Element so that the land use designation for the 
3.899 acre parcel of surplus federal property which is a portion of Alameda 
County Assessor’s Parcel No. 74-1305-026 is changed from 
Neighborhood Residential, Planned Development Overlay, Multi-Family 
Overlay to Open Space. 

 
F. To amend the 2007 – 2014 City Housing Element at Chapter 5 C, entitled 

Land Inventory, to remove site 1 from the list of “Sites to Rezone” (on 
page 3), to remove Site # 1 from Table 5-2, “Sites to Rezone” (on page 4), 
and to remove Site # 1 from Table 5-5 “Land Availability” (on page 5). 

 
G. To amend the City of Alameda Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map so that 

the land use designation for the 3.899 acre parcel of surplus federal 
property which is a portion of Alameda County Assessor’s Parcel No. 74-
1305-026 is changed from Neighborhood Residential, Planned 
Development Overlay, Multi-Family Overlay to Open Space. 
  

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN, GENERAL PLAN MAP, 
2007 – 2014 HOUSING ELEMENT, ZONING PLAN, AND ZONING MAP OF 
THE CITY OF ALAMEDA 

 
 

A. The City of Alameda’s General Plan Map is hereby amended as  
   follows: 
 

1) The 3.899 acre parcel of surplus federal property which is a portion 
of Alameda County Assessor’s Parcel No. 74-1305-026 is hereby 
rezoned from Neighborhood Residential, Planned Development 
Overlay, Multi-Family Overlay to Open Space, as shown in Exhibit 
1, which is incorporated herein by this reference. 
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B.      The City of Alameda’s 2007 – 2014 General Plan Housing Element 

 is hereby amended as follows:  
 
1) The references to site 1 on page 9, lines 2 and 4 of sub-subsection 

c (entitled “Rezoning to Allow for the Development of Housing) of 
subsection 4 (entitled “Government Process and Role”) of Section 
B (entitled “Implementation Programs, Program Objectives, and 
Quantified Objectives”) of Chapter 2 (entitled “Housing Goals, 
Policies, Objectives, and Implementation Plan”) of the City of 
Alameda’s 2007 – 2014 General Plan Housing Element, are hereby 
deleted (as shown in Exhibit 2, which is incorporated herein by this 
reference). 

 
2) The reference to site 1 on page 17, line 1 of Action Plan c (entitled 

“Rezoning to Allow for the Development of Housing”) under “Target 
Objective” of Section 2 (entitled “Rental and Home Ownership 
Assistance) of Table 2-1 (entitled “Housing Implementation 
Framework 2007 – 2014”) of Chapter 2 (entitled “Housing Goals, 
Policies, Objectives, and Implementation Plan”) of the City of 
Alameda’s 2007 – 2014 General Plan Housing Element, is hereby 
deleted (as shown in Exhibit 2, which is incorporated herein by this 
reference). 

 
3) The references to site 1 on page 3, lines 1, 3, and 15 in the 

subsection entitled “Sites to Rezone” of Section C (entitled  
“Land Inventory”) of Chapter 5 (entitled “Resources for Housing”), 
are hereby deleted (as shown in Exhibit 3, which is incorporated 
herein by this reference). 

 
4) The reference to Site #1, and the entire row extending horizontally 

from Site # 1, in Table 5-2 (entitled “Sites to Rezone”) of Section C 
(entitled “Land Inventory”) of Chapter 5 (entitled “Resources for 
Housing”), are hereby deleted (as shown in Exhibit 3, which is 
incorporated herein by this reference).  

 
5) The reference to Site # 1, and the entire row extending horizontally 

from the reference to Site #1, on page 8 in Table 5-5 (entitled “Land 
Availability”) of Section C (entitled “Land Inventory”) of Chapter 5 
(entitled “Resources for Housing”), are hereby deleted (as shown in 
Exhibit 3, which is incorporated herein by this reference). 

 
6) The diagonal lines (indicating “Multifamily Overlay”) and gold 

shading (indicating “Available Parcels”) superimposed on Parcel 
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No. 1 in Figure 5 (entitled “Map”) of page 10 of Section C (entitled 
“Land Inventory”) of Chapter 5 (entitled “Resources for Housing”), 
are hereby deleted (as shown in Exhibit 3, which is incorporated 
herein by this reference). 

 
7) The reference to “Site 1 - McKay and Central” and the paragraph 

on page 11 (in the subsection entitled “Underutilized Site 
Descriptions”) of Section C (entitled “Land Inventory”) of Chapter 5 
(entitled “Resources for Housing”) that reads “This site is 3.5 acres 
and the City is planning to rezone this site from AP G to R-4-PD to 
allow for additional housing.  The federal government recently sold 
the property to Tim Lewis Communities, a residential homebuilder.  
The new owner is actively working on a plan to redevelop the site 
for housing.  The site is a waterfront site, located adjacent to a 
regional park and nearby multifamily housing.  It is currently 
occupied by two small, vacant buildings that are planned for 
demolition to make room for housing,” are hereby deleted (as 
shown in Exhibit 3, which is incorporated herein by this reference). 
(The proponents note that the federal government has not sold the 
site to Tim Lewis Communities and that it therefore Tim Lewis 
Communities is not the new owner.) 

 
 

C. The City of Alameda’s Zoning Plan is hereby amended as follows: 
 
1) Section 30-4.19 O, Open Space District, is hereby amended to     

include a new subsection “e.” which provides that “The 3.899 acre 
surplus federal property which is a portion of Alameda County 
Assessor’s Parcel No. 74-1305-026 is hereby zoned Open Space.” 
(as shown in Exhibit 4, underlined, which is incorporated herein by 
this reference). 

 
D. The City of Alameda’s Zoning Map is hereby amended as follows: 

 
1) The diagonal lines (indicating “Multifamily Overlay”) and orange 

shading (indicating “R-4 Neighborhood Residential”) superimposed 
on the 3.899 acre surplus federal property which is a portion of 
Alameda County Assessor’s Parcel No. 74-1305-026, are hereby 
deleted and replaced with light greed shading (indicating Open 
Space (as shown in Exhibit 5, which is incorporated herein by this 
reference). 
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SECTION 5. EXISTING ZONING OF THE SURPLUS FEDERAL PROPERTY 
 
For ease of reference, set forth in Exhibit 6, which is incorporated herein by this 
reference, are the current zoning designations of the surplus federal property that is the 
subject of this Initiative (consisting of Section 30-4.4 R-4, entitled “Neighborhood 
Residential District”, 30-4.13 PD, entitled “Planned Development Combining District,” 
and 30-4.23, entitled “Multi-family Residential Combining Zone.” 
 
SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This Initiative shall become effective upon passage.  
 
SECTION 7. INITIATIVE LANGUAGE SUPERSEDES THE LANGUAGE OF ANY 
EXISTING CONFLICTING CITY OF ALAMEDA LAW 
 
This Initiative language supersedes the language of any existing City of Alameda law to 
the extent such existing language is in conflict with the language of this Initiative.  
 
SECTION 8. LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION 
 
This Initiative shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purposes.  
 
SECTION 9. SEVERABILITY 
 
It is the intent of the People that the provisions of this Initiative are severable and that if 
any section or provision of this Initiative of the application thereof to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any other provision or 
application of this Initiative which can be given effect without the invalid provision or 
application.  
 
SECTION 10. CONFLICTING BALLOT MEASURES 
 
In the event that this measure and another measure or measures relating to the surplus 
federal property adjacent to Crab Cove or Robert W. Crown Memorial Beach appear on 
the same city-wide ballot, the provisions of the other measure or measures shall be 
deemed to be in conflict with this measure.  In the event that this measure receives a 
greater number of affirmative votes than the other measure or measures, the provisions 
of this measure shall prevail over conflicting provisions in any other measure, and the 
conflicting provisions of the other measure or measures shall be null and void.  
 
SECTION 11.  AMENDMENT OR REPEAL 
 
This Initiative measure may be amended or repealed only by a majority of the voters 
voting in an election thereon.  


