
         ITEM 9-A 
 
CITY OF ALAMEDA 
     Memorandum 

 
To:  Honorable President and  
  Members of the Planning Board 
  
From:    Andrew Thomas 
                     Planning Services Manager  
                    
Date:  February 27, 2012 

 
Re: Design Review Application PLN 12-0061 for Retail Center 

Landscape Plan, Building K Design and Building K Sign Program at 
Alameda Landing Retail Center (Tract 7884).  

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
On January 9, 2012, the Planning Board reviewed and approved a Development 
Plan amendment and Street Plan amendment application for the 23-acre retail 
center to be developed between Mariner Square Loop, the Mitchell Avenue 
extension, the Willie Stargell Avenue extension, and the Fifth Street extension.    
 
The applicant, Catellus Alameda Development, LLC (“Catellus”), is now 
requesting design review approval of the Retail Center Landscape Plan, Building 
K Design (Target Store), and Building K Target signs.   
 
If the Planning Board completes its review of the Design Review application on 
February 27th, Target and Catellus anticipate immediately beginning work on 
construction plans to accommodate an October 2013 opening for the Alameda 
Target Store.  At future Planning Board meetings this spring and summer, 
Catellus anticipates that it will be presenting the design plans for the other 
buildings in the Retail Center and the residential development adjacent to the 
Retail Center.  
  
The design review plans (Attachment A) include:  
 The January 9, 2012 approved Development Plan (Page 2)   
 The proposed Alameda Landing Retail Center landscape plan (Pages 3 

through 12.)  
 The proposed architectural elevations and sign program for Building K 

(Target) (Pages 13 through 15A.)  
 The conceptual Alameda Landing Retail Center freestanding sign program 

(Pages 16 through 18) (Not proposed for approval at this time.) 



 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The proposed improvements (Attachment A) represent an important step in the 
City’s efforts to redevelop and reuse the 77-acre former Fleet Industrial Supply 
Center (FISC). The following background information summarizes the major 
events and actions that preceded this submittal.   
 
In 1993, the Navy announced that it would be closing down its operations in 
Alameda. At the time the Navy provided between 16,000 and 18,000 military and 
civilian jobs in Alameda.  

 
In 1996, the City of Alameda adopted the Community Reuse Plan for the reuse 
and redevelopment of the former Naval Air Station and FISC.  The Reuse Plan 
emphasizes the importance of job creation, economic development, and the 
creation of a mixed-use community that would blend seamlessly with the existing 
neighborhoods.  

 
In 2000, the City of Alameda approved the Catellus Mixed Use Master Plan, to 
guide the redevelopment of the Bayport and Alameda Landing sites.  By 2002, 
work was underway on the Bayport neighborhood. The last of the Bayport homes 
was completed in 2009. 

 
In early 2005, the City of Alameda and Catellus began work with the Planning 
Board and the community on an amendment to the 2000 Master Plan for 
Alameda Landing to facilitate and encourage development of retail and housing 
on the property in addition to the planned office and research and development 
space.        

 
In December 2006 and January 2007, the Alameda City Council unanimously 
approved a General Plan Amendment, Master Plan Amendment, Development 
Agreement Amendment, and two new Development Agreements for the Alameda 
Landing Mixed Use project.  The Master Plan and the new Development 
Agreements provide the basic entitlements for the project and guidelines and 
standards for development of retail, housing, and office on the 77 acres.     
 
In 2007, the Planning Board, Catellus, and the community began working to 
implement the amended Master Plan.   

 
• On May 14, 2007, the Planning Board approved a Transportation Demand 

Management (TDM) Program for the Alameda Landing project.  
 

• On May 14, 2007, the Planning Board approved the detailed plans for the two 
major new public streets that run through the project: Fifth Street from Stargell 
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to the waterfront, and Mitchell Avenue from Mariner Square Loop to the 
western boundary of the site near the Bay Ship and Yacht site.  

 
• On May 29, 2007, the Planning Board adopted the Alameda Landing Site-

Wide Master Landscape Development Plan Amendment, which amended the 
original Site-Wide Landscape Plan approved in 2000 with the approvals for 
the Bayport Project, and the Waterfront Promenade Development Plan. 
 

• On June 25, 2007, the Planning Board conditionally approved an initial 
Development Plan for the Alameda Landing retail center (Master Plan sub 
area 3).   

 
• On July 23, 2007, the Planning Board approved the landscape and site 

improvements for Fifth Street and Mitchell Avenue Extensions 
 
• On September 24, 2007, the Planning Board approved a First Addendum to 

the SEIR, a revised Waterfront Promenade Development Plan, a Second 
Amendment to the Site-Wide Landscape Development Plan, and the Design 
Review (elevations) for seven of the buildings at the retail center.   

 
• On November 26, 2007, the Planning Board approved a Design Review 

resolution that finalized the approval of the Development Plan and finalized 
Design Review for a number of the buildings on the site.   

 
In 2008, Catellus and the City and CIC were able to complete a $7.7 million 
property exchange with the College of Alameda for the Stargell Avenue 
extension.  With the land secured, the City was able to use local and State Grant 
funds to construct the Stargell extension, which is a critical transportation 
improvement to support the redevelopment of Alameda Landing and Alameda 
Point.  

 
In 2011, Target and Catellus announced their proposal to build a store at the 
Alameda Landing site.   On January 9, 2012, the Planning Board approved the 
amended Development Plan and amended street improvements plan.  On 
February 13, 2012, the Planning Board received an informational report on a 
change to one of the conditions imposed on January 9th.  

 
ANALYSIS 
 
Retail Center Landscape and Open Space Plan (See Attachment 1: Design 
Review Package, Page 3). 
 
The Retail Center landscape and open space plans supplement and further 
define the amended Development and Street Plans approved by the Planning 
Board on January 9, 2012. The plans support and enhance the relationship of the 
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vertical building elements to the public spaces and rights of way and they 
facilitate and implement many of the objectives of the Alameda Landing Master 
Plan.  
 
The intent of the Retail Center Landscape & Open Space Plan is to create a 
comprehensive framework for public places that will ultimately connect existing 
neighborhoods in Alameda with the waterfront. The Retail Center Landscape & 
Open Space Plan provides a set of common landscape treatments that tie 
together a series of distinct public spaces that extend along Fifth Street and 
throughout the 23-acre retail site. These common elements include landscaping, 
softscape, paving, planters with seating, benches, seat walls, bicycle racks, in-
pavement medallions, tree uplighting, bio-retention areas and planter pots. These 
elements will serve to visually unite in a cohesive fashion a series of six 
significant public open spaces.  

 
The open spaces and their public activities are designed to draw Alameda 
residents and visitors into the site and provide inviting places and activities for 
year round use and enjoyment.  Each open space will feature a unique look and 
feel, which will vary according its size, location and function within the overall 
framework. The open spaces will be designed to accommodate a variety of 
public activities and features such as outdoor dining, seating, public art, bike 
corrals, and game tables. 
 
At Stargell and 5th, the Main Entry Plaza (See page 4 of Attachment 1) serves as 
the entryway to the site. The plaza is designed to physically and visually connect 
the site with the rest of Alameda. The plaza wraps around the end of Building A 
at the intersection of Fifth Street and Stargell Avenue and  includes a public art 
installation near the corner, bike racks along Stargell, as well as planting areas, 
seating and “Memory Trail” medallions that will entice the public further north 
along Fifth Street and into the retail site. The plaza will also feature amenities 
such as raised planters with seating, a palm grove with game tables and outdoor 
dining areas. 

 
The frontage along Fifth Street (See page 5 of Attachment 1) is designed to draw 
the public from the Gateway Plaza further north into the Main Entry Plaza and 
along the urban east-west street tentatively called The Landing (exact name is 
subject to change). As such, it is designed as an urban street to entice 
pedestrians to stroll along the 25 foot-wide sidewalk/planter strip and into the 
retail stores and public spaces that line Fifth Street. A sequence of public spaces 
between buildings along Fifth Street will serve to create a pleasant pedestrian 
experience and support an active edge along the retail frontage that includes 
“Bay Friendly” landscaping, planters with seating, benches, seat walls, planter 
pots, a bus stop, lighting and a continuation of the Memory Trail.  
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the urban improvements along Fifth Street into the retail site and serves to attract 
drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists to the public spaces within the site. A future 
bus stop at this location will provide transit riders with access to the retail stores 
and the public places located throughout the site. A small plaza is provided on 
both sides of The Landing that lead to planting, outdoor seating and walkways 
further into the retail site.  

 
The Central Plaza (See page 7 of Attachment 1) provides a public “center” for the 
retail center. From the central plaza pedestrians can access every building, 
public space and parking within the entire project on a series of safe and 
pleasant, separated walkways. The Central Plaza includes decorative paving, 
seat planters and accent trees, outdoor dining areas, trellises with bike racks and 
benches, and pedestrian lighting.  

 
The 5th Street Linear Greenway (See page 8 and 8A of Attachment 1) extends 
more than 750 linear feet from the northernmost retail building (Building J) to 
Mitchell Avenue. This Linear Greenway is an important sustainability feature for 
the project serving as a stormwater retention facility and as a pedestrian friendly 
transition from the urbanized sections of Fifth Street northward towards the eight 
(8) acres of recreational amenities planned for the waterfront. The Linear 
Greenway also serves to expand the public functions of the Village Green across 
Fifth Street to the east. The Linear Greenway provides a meandering pathway 
with accent paving and/or a series of footbridges through the bio-swales. 
Enhanced landscaping, a commemorative landscape wall, stone seat walls, 
Memory Trail medallions, planters and bike parking facilitate the transition from 
urban to a more recreational character.  
 
Plant Material Pallet:  
 
The proposed plant pallet (See page 10 and 11 of Attachment 1) includes a 
variety of planting that were selected to ensure:  
 
• Consistency with a Bay Friendly Landscape Guidelines and Standards,  
• Tolerance to moist soils that are high in alkalinity and salinity,  
• Compatibility with the landscaping materials throughout the Alameda Landing 

project and the island in general,  
• Reinforce and support the circulation and design goals of the project,  
• Low cost effective maintenance,  
• Support effective bio-swales throughout the project to receive 100% of 

parking lot run-off and clean run-off to appropriate levels prior to releasing it to 
the storm drain system and the estuary. 

 
Conclusion: The Retail Center Landscape and Open Space Plan is consistent 
with Alameda Landing Master Plan and Site-Wide Master Landscape 
Development Plan.   All landscaping and improvements will be consistent with 
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Bay Friendly Landscape Standards to minimize water use, maintenance costs, 
and minimize green house gas emissions and water quality impacts from the use 
of fertilizers.  
 
Building K Design. (See Attachment 1, pages 13 through 15A ) 
 
Building K poses three difficult design challenges:  
 
• Compatibility: Compatibility between new buildings and the natural and built 

environment is an important objective established by the City of Alameda 
Design Manual and Design Review standards. At almost 140,000, Building K 
is a large building compared to the other buildings planned in the Retail 
Center and adjacent residential areas.  In this case however, although the 
footprint of the building is large; the building is not much taller than the other 
buildings planned in the area.  The majority of the building is about 30 feet 
high, which is not unlike many of the buildings in Alameda’s commercial 
districts. (The single tower element on the Southwest corner near the main 
entry rises to 48 feet, which is similar to some of the tower elements in the 
Southshore shopping center or the tower elements on the historic buildings at 
Park and Buena Vista or Park and Alameda.)  As described in the January 9th 
staff report, the residential development plan intends to place larger, more 
urban-scaled three story town homes and multi-family buildings on the other 
side of Mitchell Avenue and 5th Street from Building K to reduce dramatic 
transitions in scale Building K and surrounding buildings.   The building 
design and landscape plan exhibit design elements that will help to improve 
the transition in scale between Building K and its neighboring buildings.  

 
• Visual Interest: Building K is designed for a single retailer.   Unlike a 400-foot 

long block of continuous storefronts on Park Street or Webster Street, the 494 
foot long front elevation of Building K will have a single retail entry and a 
limited number of doors and windows.  This building will need to utilize other 
design elements to provide visual interest and a pleasant pedestrian 
experience adjacent to the building.  

 
• Pedestrian Experience: Large buildings, such as warehouses in business 

districts or airplane hangers at Alameda Point, typically do not pay much 
attention to the pedestrian experience immediately adjacent to the building.  
The design of Building K and the adjacent public spaces and landscape, 
however, supports a pleasant pedestrian experience adjacent to the building 
to support and implement the objectives for the site as articulated Alameda 
Landing Master Plan.       

 
The design team utilized a number of strategies to create an integrated 
architectural and landscape design that will result in a building that is compatible 
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with its surroundings, visually interesting, pleasant for shoppers and pedestrians, 
and adequate to meet the operational needs of Target.    
 
Elevation Design Each elevation (side) of the building is designed as a composite 
of smaller elements to create a visual relationship with the smaller buildings on 
and adjacent to the site and provide visual interest and rhythm to the wall 
surfaces.  The length of the wall elements provides a visual clue to the 
approximate width of the other buildings.  
 
Materials and Colors: Materials with different textures, surfaces, and colors are 
used to distinguish the repeating elements on the building elevations and create 
a more interesting façade.  In addition to enhancing the design of Building K, the 
complementary palette of materials and colors will be supplemented with 
additional colors and materials that can be used on the other retail and 
residential buildings that will be constructed within view of Building K.  Use of 
compatible, but varied, colors and materials throughout the development will 
ensure that all the new buildings, in combination with a unifying landscape plan 
and well-designed street system, create a visually appealing new district. 
  
The main entrance features a large area of aluminum storefront glazing that is 
framed by red colored brick and stucco textured walls that have added horizontal 
scoring and molding trim at the top of the walls. The main entrance features a 
metal cladded canopy that is also repeated on the west side for protection of bike 
parking. To the west of the main entrance is a vertical tower that includes a 
decorative metal grille in the base as well as an internally illuminated translucent 
glass lantern at the top.  This illuminated lantern is detailed with metal trim and 
translucent glazing that highlights Target’s logo at each side. To the right of 
Target’s main entrance is their branded wall that includes their primary signage 
and logo and is finished at the top with a translucent glass “clerestory” window 
system and broad overhanging metal trim flat roof.  
  
To reflect some of the history of maritime buildings constructed on the island, the 
building also incorporates painted ‘board form’ concrete walls that will introduce a 
contrasting wall detail/finish and add to the variety of wall planes provided.  
  
There is a consistent stucco finish base that is incorporated around the building 
that assists in breaking down the scale of the overall wall and assists in unifying 
the overall building. The base detail terminates into the corner towers at the four 
corners of the building. These red colored stucco finish corner towers are 
detailed with both horizontal and vertical reveals and are finished at the top with 
molding trim. 
  
Trellises are located at two locations in the front of the building to provide visual 
interest, shading, and additional articulation.  The columns are clad in brick and 
the horizontal elements are painted steel.  Around the building, recessed red 
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colored, vertical accent panels are included between the wall planes to add 
visual character and assist in articulating the walls between wall finishes. To add 
some additional visual interest and animate the west elevation near the main 
entrance, there are two featured internally illuminated glass display panels with 
surrounding metal trim. 
  
In summary, the building will include a variety of materials and textures to 
enhance the visual appearance of the building, including:  
 
• Brick (Similar color range as surrounding buildings) 
• Internally illuminated glazing a main tower 
• Painted stucco finish walls with horizontal reveals, and painted stucco finish 

molding trim 
• Painted concrete board form walls 
• Painted concrete vertical accent panels 
• Painted aluminum at the store front, metal canopies and fascia trim 
• Painted metal trellis’s, metal grilles, and metal display panels 
 
The Pedestrian Experience: Setbacks, Landscaping, and Freestanding 
Elements: The landscape plan on the rear and west side of the building are 
designed to create an attractive transition between the long side and rear 
building walls and the adjacent public right of way and the planned residential 
developments across the street.  As described in the January 9, 2012 staff 
report, the building is situated on the site to provide an ample setback from 5th 
Street and Mitchell Avenue to allow for a significant landscape treatment, which 
serves to screen the back wall of Building K and ensure a pleasant environment 
for the pedestrians, bicyclists, and travelers on 5th Street and Mitchell Avenue.   
The landscape buffer on Mitchell Avenue at the back of the building varies in 
width from 16 to 32 feet and will include a forest of broadleaf evergreen trees, a 
wide swath of bio-swales, shrubs and groundcover featuring drought tolerant 
species. A row of street trees between the sidewalk and Mitchell Avenue will 
further screen the building from view. 
 
A similar landscape buffer is proposed for the 5th Street side of Building K.  On 
January 9, 2012, the Planning Board requested that the design team consider 
moving the building closer to 5th Street and eliminating the parking area provided 
on that side of the building. After a careful evaluation, the design team and 
Target are requesting that the original position of the building be maintained for 
the following reasons:  
 
• By positioning the store in its current location, the plan provides for an ample 

view corridor along 5th Street north to the waterfront, which is an important 
objective of the Master Plan.  

• The current location allows for a larger setback between the side wall of the 
building and the 5th Street sidewalk that allows for a more varied and visually 
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interesting landscape treatment to screen the wall and improve the pedestrian 
and bicycling experience on 5th Street.    

• The parking and its location near the front entry of the store is important to 
Target  

 
To ensure a pleasant pedestrian experience along the front of the building, the 
landscape plan includes an ample pedestrian area along the entire 495 foot 
length of the front of the building that is animated with freestanding trellises, 
seating areas, small landscape zones, and decorative hardscape elements.   
 
Conclusion: The proposed design of Building K, as conditioned, is consistent with 
the General Plan, Alameda Landing Master Plan, and City of Alameda Design 
Manual Commercial Guidelines.  Conditions of approval ensure that final 
architectural details, materials, and lighting are reviewed and approved by the 
Planning Department prior to construction.  The recommended condition also 
includes a request that the Design Team make a number of minor modifications 
to the design to improve the appearance of the building. See Attachment 2, page 
2.  
 
Retail Center Sign Program:  
 
Concurrent with the design, development, and marketing of the Alameda Landing 
Retail Center, the applicant (Catellus) has begun work on a master sign program 
for the Retail Center.  Pursuant to the Alameda Landing Master Plan and the 
Alameda Municipal Code, the Sign Program will establish the amount, type, 
location, and size of signs at the center.  Once approved, new signs may be 
approved quickly for new tenants by city staff, provided that the proposed sign is 
consistent with the Planning Board approved Sign Program.   
 
At this time, Catellus has not completed the Master Sign Program for the center, 
but the signs for Building K (Target) are ready for Planning Board review.  The 
proposed signs for Building K and Target are shown on the building elevations. 
They include Target’s “Target” logo on all four corners of the building, a larger 
“Target” at the front entrance, a single “Target” sign and a single “Pharmacy” sign 
at the front entrance.  The signs are all internally illuminated.  
 
The Resolution of Approval includes conditions related to the Target signs to 
reduce potential night time impacts on adjacent residential properties.  

For the Planning Board’s information and comment, Attachment A does include 
some of the preliminary freestanding signage concepts being considered for the 
Master Sign Program for the Retail Center.  Pages 16 through 18 of the Design 
Review Package show the proposed location of freestanding signs and the 
possible design character and height of those signs.     
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The free standing site signs are designed to provide a consistent “branding” for 
the Retail Center and compliment the architectural and landscape 
palettes. Project identification signs define the perimeter and entrances of the 
site. Tenant monuments will be at logical locations to help identify parking. There 
will be vehicular directional signs to assist in wayfinding to the site and to other 
destinations in the immediate area.

The scale and placement of signs must be carefully considered for each location 
to be appropriate for the surrounding community, architecture, and audience.  
Material and color palettes must also be selected to compliment the architecture 
and landscape.    

Lighting for signing may include interior illumination and /or external landscape 
lighting depending on the environmental conditions and function. Proper lighting 
will enhance the design and function of the signs. 

Sustainable Design Elements:  
 
The Alameda Landing project is an infill development on a former “brownfield” 
site.  Studies have shown that “brownfield” development in urban environments 
planned in a compact, mixed use framework and connected by multi-modes of 
transportation can save acres of “greenfields” in the agricultural and natural 
areas of the Bay Area and significantly lower the overall emissions of CO2 and 
greenhouse gas.  The proposed project would utilize a number of design and 
construction strategies to minimize its environmental impact during construction 
and throughout the project’s life cycle, including:   
 
• Building Design: Although project does not currently propose to apply for a 

LEED certification, the Retail Center buildings will be constructed with the 
goal of meeting Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) 
requirements for “Certified” level certification using LEED for New 
Construction (LEED-NC) or LEED for CORE and Shell (LEED CS) rating 
systems. While further design development would be necessary to determine 
the final LEED credits that the project would be eligible to attain, preliminary 
designs have incorporated sustainable features to the greatest extent 
possible.  Typically, tenant storefronts will be recessed within wall planes to 
reduce heat gain and most buildings will incorporate canopies, awnings and 
louvers that would shield tenant spaces from solar heat gain during summer 
months. Insulating and low E glass provide additional energy efficiency while 
maximizing views into tenant spaces. Highly reflective roof membranes and 
cap sheets minimize building heat gain through the roof. The retail project 
expects to contain recycled content (post-consumer, ½ pre-consumer) of 
10%-20%. Materials that are harvested and manufactured locally would be 
utilized within the project where feasible. The retail project expects that 10%-
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20% of the materials’ value in constructing the project would be harvested 
and manufactured within 500 miles of the project site.   

 
• Landscape Design: Landscape materials were to be selected using Bay 

Friendly Landscape guidelines and drought tolerant species.  “Smart” 
irrigation systems will conserve water resources by allowing remote 
management and automatic irrigation schedule adjustment based on real-
time weather data.  

 
• Water Quality: Storm water retention areas will be provided in order to reduce 

peak flows and protect local water quality.  Water run-off from parking areas 
throughout the site would be treated in landscape areas using natural filtration 
techniques including bio-retention and treatment areas.  

 
• Solid Waste: Through dedicated execution of a construction waste 

management plan, the retail project expects to achieve a construction waste 
diversion rate of over 75%.  Existing roadway and parking area pavement, 
and foundations will be recycled and reused as base rock under new parking 
lots. 

 
Findings:   
Pursuant to AMC Section 30-37.5, staff is able to recommend the following 
findings to approve the Design Review application for the Alameda Landing 
Retail Center Landscape Plan, Building K Design and Building K Sign Program.  
As required by the Alameda Landing Mixed Use Commercial Project 
Development Agreement1, the recommended findings for project approval are:  
1. The project will have no significant adverse effects on the persons or 

property in the vicinity. The project design is consistent with the site’s 
Specified Mixed Use General Plan designation, underlying M-X zoning 
district, the Bayport Alameda Landing Master Plan, and the City of Alameda 
Design Manual Guidelines for commercial development.   The landscape and 
architectural design provides for visually interesting and varied facades and 
public spaces that are accented with multiple changes in materials and colors 
to differentiate public spaces, provide for a pleasant pedestrian experience, 
and create a visually appealing district.  Visually appealing vertical elements 
and materials are used to accent the building, provide for compatibility 
between the building and future buildings in the vicinity of the project.  The 
landscape plan provides a unifying design element and landscape materials 
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to enhance and improve the relationship between the building and the 
pedestrian experience.  The landscape plan and the selected plantings were 
selected to ensure their tolerance to moist soils that are high in alkalinity and 
salinity, relate to the landscaping throughout the Alameda Landing project 
and the island in general, reinforce and support the circulation and design 
goals of the project, provide a low maintenance, Bay friendly landscape 
palette, and include bioswales throughout the project to receive 100% of 
parking lot run-off and bioswale plantings are selected to clean run-off to 
appropriate levels prior to releasing it to the storm drain system that leads to a 
central outlet at the estuary.  As conditioned, the project is consistent with the 
City of Alameda's Design Review Guidelines because the building and 
landscape design is compatible with the surroundings and will provide for a 
distinctive new district for the City of Alameda.  

 
2. The project will be compatible and harmonious with the design and use 

of surrounding area. The project design is appropriate for the site because it 
is consistent with the Master Plan and compatible with adjacent planned 
buildings in scale and character.  The proposed design utilizes a number of 
strategies to create an integrated architectural and landscape design that will 
result in a building that is compatible with its surroundings, visually 
interesting, pleasant for shoppers and pedestrians, and adequate to meet the 
needs of Target. Each elevation (side) of the building is designed as a 
composite of smaller elements to create a visual relationship with the smaller 
buildings on and adjacent to the site and provide some visual interest and 
rhythm to the wall surfaces.  Materials with different textures, surfaces, and 
colors are used to distinguish the repeating elements on the building 
elevations and create a more interesting façade.  The palette of materials and 
colors that will be supplemented with additional compatible colors and 
materials to be used on the other retail and residential buildings that will be 
constructed within view of Building K to ensure that all the new buildings, in 
combination with a unifying landscape plan and well-designed street system, 
create a visually appealing new district. The main entrance features a large 
area of metal storefront glazing framed by red colored brick and stucco 
textured walls, horizontal scoring and molding trim at the top of the walls, a 
metal cladded canopy, and a vertical tower that includes a decorative metal 
grille in the base as well as an internally illuminated glass lantern at the top. 
 To reflect some of the history of maritime buildings constructed on the island, 
the building also incorporates painted ‘board form’ concrete walls that will 
introduce a contrasting wall detail/finish and add to the variety of wall planes 
provided.  Trellises are located at two locations in the front of the building to 
provide visual interest, shading, and additional articulation.  The columns are 
clad in brick and the horizontal elements are painted steel.  Around the 
building, recessed red colored, vertical accent panels are included between 
the wall planes to add visual character and assist in articulating the walls 
between wall finishes. To add some additional visual interest and animate the 
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west elevation near the main entrance, there are two featured glass display 
panels with surrounding metal trim. 

 
 
3. The project is consistent with the City of Alameda's Commercial Design 

Review Guidelines. As conditioned, the project will be compatible and 
harmonious with the design and use of surrounding area because the 
landscape plan provides pedestrian plazas and other public facilities that will 
by compatible and harmonious with the surrounding area. The architectural 
design and exterior materials and colors provide for visually interesting and 
varied facades that are accented with multiple changes in materials and 
colors to differentiate portions of the building.  Visually appealing vertical 
elements are used to accent the buildings and reinforce the relationship 
between the building, the landscape, and the surrounding developments.    

 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
   
On December 5, 2006, the City Council certified the Final Environmental Impact 
Report for the Alameda Landing Mixed Use Development project (a Supplement 
to the 2000 Catellus Mixed-Use Development Project EIR) in accordance with 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (State Clearinghouse 
#2006012091).  The City approved Addenda to the 2006 SEIR in 2007 and 2008.  
 
On January 9, 2012 the Planning Board approved a Third Addendum to the 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the Alameda Landing project. 
 
The proposed Desgin Review approval for the Alameda Landing Retail Center 
Landscape Plan, Building K Design, and Building K Sign Program would not 
result in any new or substantially more severe environmental impacts than were 
evaluated and disclosed in the 2006 Supplemental EIR and addenda thereto, 
including the Third Addendum. The addendum considered the revisions to the 
Retail Center Development Plan and the Street Plan as well as current 2011 
environmental conditions in Alameda and the site area and concluded that 
neither the revisions to the site plan and street plan, nor any new information or 
changed circumstances, would result in any new or substantially more severe 
impacts than were originally contemplated in the 2006 SEIR. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENTS 
 
Property owners and residents within 300 feet of the project’s boundaries were 
notified of the public hearing and given the opportunity to review and comment 
on the proposal.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
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Hold a public hearing and approve the draft Resolution approving PLN12-0061.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By: 

 
Andrew Thomas 
Planning Services Manager 
 
 
Attachments:  
 

1. Alameda Landing Design Review Package  
2. Draft Resolution  
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