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Thank you for your interest in being considered for endorsement by the Asian Pacific 
American Democratic Caucus of Alameda County. Please answer each question in 250 
words or less. Be honest and direct. Brief answers are satisfactory. 
 

Please note:  your questionnaire will be posted on our website for Caucus members 
to review. 

Candidate/Campaign Information 
 
Candidate Name:   Stewart Chen 

 
 

 
Home City, State, Zip:    

 
Office Sought:   Alameda City Council 

  
District: Citywide 

 
Are you the incumbent?  

 
Yes       No  

 
Campaign Website:   StewartChen.org 

 

 
Campaign Email:   alamedadc@yahoo.com 

 

 
Campaign Phone:   (510) 913-3828 

 

 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

a) Are you a registered Democrat?  Yes_X_ No___  
 (The APA Democratic Caucus can only endorse registered Democrats) 
 

b) Are you an APA Caucus member?   Yes_X_ No___ 
 

c) Why are you seeking the Caucus’s endorsement? 
 
Having the support of the Caucus will further show my constituents that my political views are 
aligned with those of the Asian Pacific American Democrats. 

 
d) List the top 10-15 endorsements ONLY. (Please reference your website if you want to alert us to 

more). 
 
The following are some of the endorsements that I have received.  Please visit my website 
(http://www.stewartchen.org) to view a more complete and up-to-date list. 
 

 

Asian Pacific American Democratic Caucus of  Alameda County 
 

www.apacaucus.org  
 

2014 Endorsement Questionnaire 
 

http://www.stewartchen.org/
http://www.apacaucus.org/
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 The Honorable Rob Bonta - CA State Assembly Member 

 The Honorable Wilma Chan - Alameda County Supervisor 

 The Honorable Hadi Monsef, City of Alameda Council Member (ret.) 

 The Honorable Chester R. Bartalini Jr., Alameda County Superior Court Judge (ret.) 

 The Honorable Lena Tam - City of Alameda Council Member 

 The Honorable Niel Tam - City of Alameda School Board Member 

 The Honorable Alice Lai-Bitker - Alameda County, County Supervisor (ret.) 

 The Honorable Sue Chan - City of Fremont Council Member 

 The Honorable Jean Quan - Mayor, City of Oakland 

 The Honorable Benny Lee - Vice Mayor, City of San Leandro 

 The Honorable John Chiang - Mayor, City of Piedmont (ret.) 

 The Honorable Henry Chang - Vice Mayor, City of Oakland (ret.) 

 The Honorable Jose Esteves - Mayor, City of Milpitas 

 The Honorable Jim Navarro - City of Union City Council Member 

 The Honorable Pat Gacoscos - City of Union City Council Member 
 

e) If we endorse you, will you use our name in your campaign materials?  Yes_X_ No___ 
 

f) How long have you lived in the district which you are seeking to represent?  25 years  
 

g) Education background:  Schools you attended, date graduated, major and degree earned 
 

Palmer Chiropractic College West, 1987, Doctor of Chiropractic 

h) Employment:  Last three (3) paid positions, indicating name of employer, job title and length of 
employment. 
 
City of Alameda – City Council Member (2013-Present) 
Careplus Chiropractic Health Center – Clinic Director (1987 – Present) 

i) Names of any community or nonprofit organizations in which you have been an active volunteer in 
the past 3-5 years 
 
Wasung Service Club, Oakland Lions Club, Alameda Sister City Association, Alameda Chinese Club, 
Alameda Knights of Columbus, Fil-Am Independence Day Committee, API Festival Committee, 
Oakland Asian Cultural Center 

 

CANDIDATE QUESTIONS 
Please limit each response to no more than a total of 250 words. 

1. What differentiates you from your opponents for the elected office you seek? 

For the past fourteen years, I have devoted my personal time to public service.  I have served on the 
City of Alameda Social Service Human Relations Board, the County's Human Relations Commission, the 
City of Alameda Health Care District Board, and in November 2012, I was elected to the Alameda City 
Council.  I also chaired numerous committees including Alamedans Together Against Hate and the 
Human Exploitation and Trafficking Awareness Committee.  From these experiences and 
responsibilities, I learned things that have broadened my point of view. 
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As a member of the Alameda City Council, I have been involved with a lot of on-going projects and 
programs within and outside the City including the opportunity to serve on the County Lead 
Abatement Commission (Alameda Healthy Homes Department) and the Alameda County 
Transportation Commission.  I have also been working toward the further development of the City of 
Alameda.  Depending on the outcome of Measure BB, there could be several large scale projects on 
the horizon. 

I believe that a good and effective public servant needs to be sensitive to the needs of the community 
and make decisions and actions for its welfare.  My personal and professional backgrounds help me 
relate to a diverse group of people and, as an incumbent, getting re-elected would ensure the 
continuation and implementation of the planning that have already been done. 

2. Describe one issue for the district you want to represent for which you have provided leadership and 
about which you are passionate (This does not necessarily need to be an issue that particularly affects 
the Asian community.) 
 
I have been very passionate about the development of Alameda Point.  It is such a huge resource that 
can be utilized for the benefit of the community.  At the last City Council meeting, we approved two 
Exclusive Negotiating Agreements with Alameda United Commercial.  I was the key swing vote in the 
decision and I was also instrumental in the recruiting process of the developer.  I have been a strong 
supporter of the Asian Plaza and have publicly voiced my support for it.  A third of our island's 
residents are Asian American and it just does not make sense for a big portion of our population to 
drive out of Alameda to buy Asian groceries.  Having more Asian-themed stores would also help 
promote diversity in our community. 

 
3. What percentage of the district you [or intend to] represent are of Asian or Pacific heritage? 

 
As of the 2010 census, 32% of Alameda’s 74,000 residents identified themselves as Asian American. 

 
4. Please identify the three largest API ethnicities in your district. 

 
The three largest API ethnicities in the City of Alameda are: Chinese Americans, Filipino Americans, 
and Vietnamese Americans. 

 
5. Please identify the most at-risk API community in your district and describe why. 

 
I think the most at-risk members of our API community are the Southeast Asians, including Hmongs, 
Cambodians, and Laotians.  They have traditionally been under-represented and under-served.  It is 
time to reach out to them and see how we can assist them. 

 
6. List the three top concerns of members of the APIs in your district 

 

 Quality of Life, including traffic, public services, open space, safe neighborhoods, and good schools. 

 Access to government services, including access to elected public officials. 

 Youth enrichment programs that are tailored to our API communities, including arts and cultural 
programs. 
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7. Based on your observations, how active are members of the API communities in local civic activities? 

(in your district/city) 
 

 Rarely Somewhat Very 
active 

Comments 

Cultural events  X   
Health/services 
fairs 

 X   

Current affair 
educational 
events 

 X   

Political events X    

 

 
8. What would it take to increase API community participation in these activities?  List three strategies 

you have taken (or intend to take) to increase participation. 

 

 Offering more health fairs, cultural festivals, and events specifically aimed at addressing and 

showcasing our unique cultures. 

 Electing more API to public offices so they can champion our needs and concerns. The more API 

leaders we have in local, county, and state offices, the more we can be heard. 

 Encouraging and empowering our youth to strive for leadership positions while offering internship 

and mentorship programs. 

 
9.  Please identify all Asian/Pacific American candidates whom you have personally endorsed over the 

past 5 years including this election cycle.  If there are none, please explain. 

 

Lena Tam, Wilma Chan, Alice Lai-Bitker, Benny Lee, Jean Quan, Rob Bonta, Pat Gacoscos, Jim Navarro, 

and Sam Kang. 

 
 

10. How can the Caucus help you better understand and represent API constituents? List three strategies. 

 

For me, the APA Democratic Caucus is a great resource for Asian Pacific Americans who would like to 

serve their communities.  Serving begins with understanding and the Caucus can help me better 

understand and represent my API constituents by educating candidates, like me, on social issues that 

are relevant to the different API communities. 

 

 The Caucus can offer more forums that will educate as well as encourage a positive exchange of 

ideas among members. 

 The Caucus can hold more social gatherings to offer opportunities for members to get to know one 

another and learn from each other. 

 The Caucus can facilitate collaboration between members to organize joint events. 
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11. How do you see yourself utilizing the resources of the Caucus? 

 

In addition to what I have stated in my previous response, the Caucus is also a great resource for 

finding Asian Pacific Americans who have the talent and ability to assume leadership positions.  I have 

actually tapped the Caucus and its members in this manner when I actively recruited Stanley Tang and 

strongly supported his appointment to the Planning Board of the City of Alameda.  This effort proved 

to be successful and in 2013, Stanley Tang made history as the first Asian American Planning Board 

member for the City of Alameda. 

 
 

 
 

Deadline for responses: 5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 22, 2014 
Please save your responses in a pdf format and e-mail your completed questionnaire to: 

karen.fong@sbcglobal.net 

Thank you for taking the time to seek our endorsement. 


