
CITY OF ALAMEDA HEALTH CARE DISTRICT 

MEETING DATE: June 28, 2016  
 
TO:   City of Alameda Health Care District, Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Kathryn Sáenz Duke, President 
 
SUBJECT:  Resolution Proposed by Director Robert Deutsch 
 
 
At the June 6, 2016, Alameda Health System (AHS) updated our District Board on the 
ongoing insurance contracting issue, which has been discussed at previous board 
meetings as a significant concern to us and others in our District.   The Chief Financial 
Officer of AHS informed us at that meeting that AHS was in discussion with most of the 
commercial insurance companies important to Alameda Hospital, including Anthem, 
Aetna, Cigna, and Blue Shield.  He also reminded the Board that most people in 
Alameda are not financially affected by the lack of commercial contracts due to ongoing 
contract negotiation activities.  These people have publicly financed insurance coverage 
(Medicare or Medi-Cal), or come to Alameda Hospital for emergency care, or have other 
sources of payment. However, a number of longtime Alameda Hospital users continue 
to find themselves “out of network” while AHS strives to move our community’s hospital 
toward better financial health by securing appropriate compensation from the large 
commercial companies most important to our hospital. This is a significant concern to 
our Board. 
 
Also at the June 6 meeting, Director Robert Deutsch, MD distributed copies of a 
resolution he had drafted in response to the ongoing lack of resolution of contract 
negotiations with several commercial insurance companies.  After the board had an 
opportunity to read his document, Director Deutsch moved to adopt the proposed 
resolution; the motion was seconded by Director Meyers and followed by comment and 
discussion from all Board members.  Several board members expressed their concerns 
about the ongoing implications of large commercial insurers failing to reach agreement 
with AHS.  They also expressed concern about approving Director Deutsch’s resolution 
without having made that document available for public review and discussion prior to 
the meeting.  After discussion, the Board voted and the motion failed, 1-4.  At the same 
meeting, the Board unanimously agreed to call a special meeting to discuss the 
contracting issue further with AHS and to hear comments from any interested members 
of the public.   
 
Director Deutsch has revised his June 6, 2016 resolution; the updated version is 
presented to the Board for review and discussion at the June 28 special meeting.   



DRAFT 
Resolution of the City of Alameda Health Care District 

Special Board Meeting June 28th, 2016 
 
Whereas, many citizens of Alameda are long-term supporters of the hospital by virtue 
of their utilization of hospital services, volunteering their time and making charitable 
donations, 
 
Whereas, all residents of Alameda support the operation of Alameda Hospital through 
an annual parcel tax and a countywide sales tax,  
 
Whereas, many residents of Alameda, who have depended upon the hospital and its 
services are now unable to access healthcare in their community due to insurance 
contracting issues, 
 
Whereas, many citizens of Alameda are now expressing anger and frustration that they 
cannot use, or believe they cannot use, Alameda Hospital services, because of insurance 
contracting issues, 
 
Whereas, almost all Alameda physicians are now expressing anger and frustration that 
they must refer many patients off-island for necessary medical services because of 
insurance contracting issues, 
 
Whereas, the future of Alameda Hospital is in jeopardy if an increasing number of 
Alameda residents cannot access medical services here because of insurance contracting 
issues, 
 
Whereas, the mission statement of the City of Alameda Healthcare District includes 
oversight of the operation of Alameda Hospital,  
 
Whereas, the mission statement of Alameda Health System is “Caring, Healing, 
Teaching, Serving All,” 
 
Resolved:   
The City of Alameda Health Care District Board deplores this current state of affairs, 
wherein, Alameda residents cannot use Alameda Hospital services because  Alameda 
Health System has cancelled contracts with major insurance health plans, and requests 
the CEO of Alameda Health System to direct his administration to promptly re-establish 
those contracts within one month. 
 


