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LARA WEISIGER

From: Marie Kane <mariekane94502@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2018 5:23 PM
To: Trish Spencer; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Frank Matarrese; LARA WEISIGER; Janet Kern; City 

Manager
Subject: Wording in Charter Amendment Ballot Measure

Dear Mayor, Council Members, City Attorney, City Manager and City Clerk, 
 
Two issues:   1. It is important that you take note and care in the wording of the ballot language so it is not 
prejudicial in one way or another.     The phrase "in response to changing conditions and concerns" does not 
seem appropriate wording for the legal explanation of the ballot question.   In fact it seems to be very 
prejudicial.  
 
If the Council has the goal to achieve a shortened, simplified and neutral ballot question, it should eliminate that 
phrase and present the question in a less confusing manner, such as "preclude the City Council from amending 
the law and any changes to require voter approval."   Perhaps the City Attorney should weigh in on this. 
 
2. It was shocking to read the Alameda Journal and discover that the two council members were present at a 
closed session meeting to choose who was going to investigate their behavior.  Why was that conflict of interest 
ignored by the Council?   Perhaps the City Attorney should also weigh in on this? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Marie Kane 
510-410-6058 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Jill Keimach
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 2:54 PM
To: LARA WEISIGER; Janet Kern
Subject: FW: Clarity of language in the upcoming ballot initiative

FYI 
 

From: Gabrielle Dolphin [mailto:gdolphin@mail.cho.org]  
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2018 3:24 PM 
To: Jill Keimach <JKeimach@alamedaca.gov> 
Cc: Frank Matarrese <FMatarrese@alamedaca.gov>; Jim Oddie <JOddie@alamedaca.gov>; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft 
<MEzzyAshcraft@alamedaca.gov>; Malia Vella <MVella@alamedaca.gov>; Trish Spencer <TSpencer@alamedaca.gov> 
Subject: Clarity of language in the upcoming ballot initiative 

 
Hi and good day Mayor, City Council members and City Manager, 
 
As a delegate to the Democratic Party, one whose purpose is to help folks re-engage and trust both 
political institutions and process, I forward to you some suggestions for possible rewording of the up 
coming "Alamedans In Charge" initiative.  There may be a "city management" language I'm not privy 
to, but I can say that as written, and as engaged as I am, I'm not clear on what this means or the 
implications for down the road.   
 
If I'm not clear, I'm pretty sure those not as engaged in the political process or who still feel the burn 
from last election's morass, could be equally confused. We want to avoid that morass in November 
2018. I highlighted the areas I feel clarify the matter for me - word change ever so slight.  If my "re-
interpretation" loses the legal meaning, or if I am going over a certain "word count" for a ballot 
measure that's my ignorance of "language" and my apologies for taking your time. 
 
Warmest wishes! 
 
Gaby 
 
City of Alameda Initiative Measure: Shall the Charter be amended by incorporating the City's 
Rent Review, Rent Stabilization and Limitations on Evictions law, with the following 
modifications: (a) preclude City Council from amending the law in response to changing 
conditions and concerns, and require voter approval instead, and (b) eliminate the December 
31, 2019 sunset clause? 
 
 
City of Alameda Initiative Measure: Shall the Charter be amended by combining the City's Rent 
Review, Rent Stabilization and Limitations on Evictions law, but with the following 
modifications: (a) no amendments shall be made to the law by City Council in response to 
changing conditions and/or concerns, rather any change will require voter approval and (b) 
eliminate the December 31, 2019 sunset clause (on the Charter amendment? the current law?)
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contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error or are not the named recipient, please notify us immediately by 
contacting the sender at the electronic mail address noted above, and delete and destroy all copies of this message (and any attachments). Thank you.  


