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Alameda, California, Measure A, McKay Avenue
Parcel Wellness Center Development (April 2019)

A city proposal to redevelop vacant federal buildings as a wellness center for

seniors and homeless individuals is on the ballot for Alameda voters in Alameda

County, California, on April 9, 2019.

A yes vote is a vote in favor of authorizing the city's proposal to redevelop vacant

federal buildings located on a 3.65 acre parcel on McKay Avenue as the site of a

wellness center for senior assisted living and homelessness services.

A no vote is a vote against authorizing the city's proposal to redevelop vacant

federal buildings located on a 3.65 acre parcel on McKay Avenue as the site of a

wellness center for senior assisted living and homelessness services.

Measure A is competing with Measure B, a citizen initiative that aims to designate the
3.65 acre parcel on McKay Avenue as open space. To learn more about competing
measures in California, click here.

Election results
Results will be displayed here on April 9, 2019.

Text of measure

Ballot question
The ballot question is as follows:

“
Shall an ordinance confirming the City Council’s actions to permit reuse of
vacant federal buildings on a 3.65-acre parcel on McKay Avenue and allow for
the development of a wellness center for senior assisted living and supportive
services for homeless individuals by changing the General Plan designation
from “Federal Facilities” to “Office,” removing the Government Combining
District classification and maintaining the existing zoning district designation, be
adopted? ”
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See also

Alameda, California

—Alameda City Attorney

Impartial analysis
The following impartial analysis of the measure was prepared by the office of the
Alameda City Attorney:

“
The federal government currently owns an approximately 3.65 acre site on McKay Avenue, adjacent to Crab
Cove. The property is improved with eleven, currently vacant, buildings.

In 2017, the federal government determined the land to be appropriate for homeless services, and selected
Alameda Point Collaborative ("APC"), a nonprofit, to develop and provide assisted living, medical respite, and
supportive service facilities for the homeless (a "wellness center"), subject to removal of the City's zoning overlay
district to permit a wellness center. In September 2018, the federal government and A PC entered into a three-
year lease, which provides for the federal government to transfer ownership of the property to APC without undue
delay once the property has been rezoned to permit its use for a wellness center and APC submits a request to
the federal government for a conveyance.

In December 2018, the City Council approved APC's application to change the land use designations for the
property to permit its use for a wellness center. Measure B, an initiative to change the land use designations for
the property to Open Space, qualified for the ballot in November 2018. If approved by the voters, Measure B
would change the land use designations for the property to Open Space. The land use designation changes
proposed by Measure B would limit the future use and development of the property by any owner subject to the
City's laws to parks and related uses, and prohibit the development of a wellness center, which is currently
planned for the property. Measure B would not change the ownership of the property, establish a funding source
or create a public park.

In response to the qualification of Measure B for the April 2019 ballot, the City Council placed a competing
measure, the Caring Alameda Act (designated as Measure A), on the same ballot. In its findings for the Caring
Alameda Act, the City Council cited the need for homeless services in Alameda and the lack of any designated
funding to purchase the property, demolish the buildings, and create a park.

If approved by the voters, Measure A would confirm the City Council's actions to permit the use of the property for
development of a wellness center. Jn addition, Measure A would allow the City Council to modify the land use
designations for the property in the future in response to changing condition or concerns- Measure A would take
effect if it is approved by a majority of the voters and receives more votes than Measure B. If the voters do not
approve either Measure A or Measure B, existing law will not change, and the existing land use designations
approved by the City Council in December 2018 would remain in effect. ”

Full text
The full text of the measure is available here .

Support
We Care Alameda is leading the campaign in support of Measure A and against Measure B.

Supporters
The following individuals signed the official argument submitted in favor of Measure A:

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, mayor, city of Alameda

John Knox White, vice mayor, city of Alameda

Jeff Locke, pastor, Grace Church Alameda

Gaylon Parsons, senior warden, Christ Episcopal Church

Doug Biggs, executive director, Alameda Point Collaborative

Arguments
The following official argument was submitted in favor of Measure A:
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—Official support argument

“
To ensure the City remains a welcoming place to all, the City must make sure "Everyone Belongs Here" applies
both to those with a roof over their heads in Alameda and those who are not so fortunate. Treating homeless
neighbors with a basic level of dignity and respect is an important community value for our town.

In December 2018, the Alameda City Council voted to make minor changes to the zoning designation on a 3.65-
acre parcel on McKay Avenue to allow non-federal uses of the land and the existing eleven buildings. These
buildings and their location are a perfect match for Alameda's urgent need for additional senior and homeless
services.

With a Yes vote on Measure A, Alameda voters will confirm the City Council's decisions to make the site available
to provide senior assisted living and other supportive services for unsheltered individuals. It will also allow the City
Council to change any land use designations for the site in the future in response to changing conditions or
concerns.

A senior housing and medical respite center is well along in the planning process and has earned the support of
most of Alameda's civic, religious, business and environmental organizations. The Caring Alameda Act takes
advantage of an incredible opportunity to save money by using existing buildings on surplus government land and
to leverage currently available regional and private resources for the provision of these services.

Alameda is a city that strongly Cares for our community, especially those most vulnerable among us. Over the
past two years, we have stood and loudly declared "Everyone Belongs Here" is our primary community value.
Voting "Yes" on Measure A, the Caring Alameda Act, is a chance for Alameda to put this value into practice. ”

Opposition
The group Friends of Crab Cove is leading the campaign in opposition to Measure A and for Measure B.

Opponents
The following individuals signed the official argument submitted in opposition to Measure A:

Char Perlas, vice president of student services, Cañada College

Trish Spencer, former mayor and Alameda School Board member

Jesus Eduardo Vargas, fitness instructor/social services advocate

Liza Gabato Morse, rehabilitation trainer, Disabled Students Program (DSP)

Arguments
The following official argument was submitted in opposition to Measure A:

[2]

[3]

[3]

Alameda, California, Measure A, McKay Avenue Parcel Wellness Cente... https://ballotpedia.org/Alameda,_California,_Measure_A,_McKay_Ave...

3 of 6 4/5/2019, 12:45 AM



—Official opposition argument

“
This competing measure is another example of City Council's fiscal irresponsibility, poor urban planning and
misrepresentation. The "Caring Alameda Act" is not guaranteed to serve any of Alameda's homeless.

City Council pushed forward this special election costing Alamedans $580,000 to $700,000, rather than $25,000 if
included in the November 2020 general election.

Is the best location for a regional homeless facility adjacent to a treasured environmental educational center for
children and coastline beaches?

Should this regional homeless facility be located on an island with traffic gridlock?

This facility is not designed to help Alameda's homeless off the streets. Half of Alameda's 204 homeless are
already sheltered. Of the remaining, only a few are seniors with "medical issues," which include mental and
substance abuse problems. Hospitals throughout the region will transfer homeless here.

City Council is promoting a regional facility to serve thousands of homeless from Berkeley, Oakland, San
Francisco, etc., without cost sharing by all Bay Area cities.

Alameda taxpayers have prioritized schools and teachers' salaries and alone should not be asked to pay for
regional homeless services.

This facility will cost $40-$50 million to build with annual operations of $8.3 million.

Will Alamedans have to pay for additional Police, Paramedics and Fire when we cannot cover our City

costs?

Will Alamedans be asked to cover any portion of the $8.3 million?

Will this be at the expense of Alameda Hospital, Mastick Senior Center, Libraries, Recreation and

Parks?

Alameda has unfunded pension liabilities and deferred maintenance of roads, buildings and parks, etc.,
exceeding half a billion dollars ($500 million); expenditures are forecast to exceed revenues within the next five
years. Please vote "NO." Let's protect and expand Alameda's Open Space and parks, stop the land grab of prime
recreational acreage and find an appropriate location for this regional homeless facility.
www.FriendsofCrabCove ”

Path to the ballot

See also: Laws governing local ballot measures in California

This measure was put on the ballot through a vote of the Alameda City Council on January 2, 2019.
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Ballotpedia features 287,947 encyclopedic articles written and curated by our professional staff of editors, writers, and
researchers. Click here to contact our editorial staff, and click here to report an error. Click here to contact us for media

inquiries, and please donate here to support our continued expansion.
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Footnotes

City of Alameda, "Elections," accessed March 5, 20191. 

Note: This text is quoted verbatim from the original source. Any inconsistencies are attributable to the original

source.

2. 

We Care Alameda, "Measure A," accessed March 15, 20193. 

City of Alameda, "City of Alameda Special Election to be held April 9, 2019," February 21, 20194. 
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