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STATEMENT OF ALAMEDA VICE MAYOR MALIA VELLA ON DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S DECISION 
 

Alameda – Alameda City Vice Mayor and Councilwoman Malia Vella thanks the Alameda County District 

Attorney for investigating former Alameda City Manager Jill Keimach’s surreptitious recording of their 

August 16, 2017 meeting.  While disappointed that the District Attorney found there was insufficient 

evidence to file charges against Ms. Keimach, Ms. Vella understands that the standard of proof in a 

criminal prosecution is, appropriately, very high.  The District Attorney found that nothing in the secret 

recording suggests that Ms. Vella engaged in any criminal conduct during the meeting.  But Ms. Vella 

appreciates the District Attorney’s conclusion that under the circumstances outlined in the report it 

would be difficult to disprove, beyond a reasonable doubt, that Ms. Keimach subjectively believed that 

criminal conduct might occur.  Ms. Vella notes the District Attorney’s conclusion that such belief need 

only exist at the beginning of the meeting, and that even if it became clear as the meeting unfolded that 

no criminal purpose existed, the District Attorney would still have to prove beyond a reasonable doubt 

that Ms. Keimach should not have expected the recording to evidence misconduct. 

Vice Mayor Vella feels it is necessary to make a couple further points on the District Attorney’s 
report.  First, Ms. Keimach told the District Attorney that she had approval from City Attorney Janet Kern 
to record the meeting.  Ms. Kern and Assistant City Attorney Alan Cohen admit that they knew before 
the meeting that Ms. Keimach intended to record it, but flatly deny approving the recording and in fact 
state that the opposite is true – that they told Ms. Keimach that recording the meeting was a “bad idea” 
and she shouldn’t do it.  One side is not telling the truth.  In any event, Ms. Vella is extremely 
disappointed that the Alameda City Attorney’s office elected not to inform her of Ms. Keimach’s plan to 
secretly record the meeting or take any further action to ensure a potentially illegal recording did not 
happen. 
  
Second, the purpose of the meeting with Ms. Keimach was not to demand that Ms. Keimach 
appoint Alameda Fire Captain Dominic Weaver.  Ms. Vella’s intent was to address concerns raised earlier 
with her that Ms. Keimach had already decided on a favored candidate, and that despite the process set 
up for the Fire Chief selection Captain Weaver would not be considered at all by the City Manager, 
including because he lacked a college degree.  The meeting was cordial and professional, and Ms. Vella 
left satisfied that all candidates would get a fair shake.  Ms. Vella strongly supports Fire Chief Ed 
Rodriguez, the candidate ultimately selected by Ms. Keimach.  He is doing an excellent job for the City of 
Alameda, and Ms. Vella is pleased that the process resulted in such an accomplished selection. 
 
This has not been a pretty chapter in Alameda politics.  Putting aside the District Attorney’s decision that 
it could not disprove, beyond a reasonable doubt, Ms. Keimach’s rationale for recording the meeting, 
her secret recording of elected City representatives was unjustified, and it strikes at the heart of 
democracy.  It is Nixonian.  Ms. Vella looks forward to moving past these issues and continuing to 
represent the people of Alameda.    
 

 
### 


